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also in agriculture. The merchants and shop-
keepers of the provincial towns kept farm and
orchard in the adjacent meads. Only giant
London, and to a lesser degree Bristol, were
urban entities. The latter, with its crowded
Tolsey, its tall bridge across the Avon lined like
London's with continuous houses, and its cob-
bled stones worn smooth by sledges, was the
only place in England beside the capital which
could market unaided the goods which its mer-
chants brought home. Its carriers supplied all
South Wales, the south-west, and the western
midlands with sugar, wine, oil and tobacco.
Liverpool, which with the growth of the indus-
trial north was to outdistance Bristol in the next
century, was still only in process of transition
from a ragged fishing-village to a brick town,
while Southampton was dying of old age and the
London competition.

Straw hats from Dunstable, saddles from
Burford, buttons and thread from Maidstone,
salt from Worcester, Chester and Newcastle,
were some of the lesser manufactures which
rustic England produced in the last age before
the Industrial Revolution. The geographical
distribution of industry is best indicated by the
annual excise returns; that for 1665 shows that
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